
 

UMBC ESH Safety News Brief 

Topic: Updates to the OSHA Hazard Communication Standard 

Overview: 

In July 2024, OSHA published a final rule that updated the Hazard Communication Standard (Haz 
Com, HCS, or ‘right to know’) to align with Revision 7 of the UN Globally Harmonized System (GHS) 
of chemical hazard classification and labeling.  

What Has Changed? 

Most of the changes or updates will apply to chemical manufacturers, distributors, and importers, 
but there are changes that will eventually trickle down to the end user/employer level. 

• Hazard Classifications: New forms of hazard categories, such as aerosols (which are no 
longer only "flammable aerosols"), desensitized explosives, chemicals under pressure, and 
some types of gases, such as unstable and pyrophoric gases. These modifications make it 
easier to find hazards and talk about the risks of a larger range of chemicals in a clearer way. 

• Expanded Classification Process: When looking at hazards, manufacturers and importers 
must now think about all the ways a chemical might be used, not just the one it was made 
for. It is also necessary to look at the possible risks of chemical reactions that could happen 
in the workplace.  

• New Labeling Rules: Standardized features such as signal words, product IDs, hazard and 
precautionary statements, and pictograms must now be on labels so that important 
information is easy to access quickly. Using "transport labelling" for bulk shipments can cut 
down on extra labels. For small containers (100 mL or less), the laws are more flexible and 
allow all information to be on the outside of the box. If a bulk shipment already has a 
Department of Transportation pictogram on it then the HCS pictogram that goes with it is no 
longer required. 

• Updates to Safety Data Sheets: Safety Data Sheets will still include the same 16 sections, 
but the requirements will be more specific, especially in Section 9 (Physical and Chemical 
Properties). There are also new rules for the range of chemical concentrations. This allows 
manufacturers to protect trade secrets while still giving workers the details they need to 
stay safe. 

• Training: Employees will need to learn about the new label parts, pictograms, and SDS 
format. 

How will this impact UMBC? 

As previously stated, the major impacts will be to the companies that manufacture, ship, or import 
chemicals, but there will still be things that UMBC, as an employer, must do to ensure employees 
are safely handling hazardous chemicals.  



 

Labs, Departments, and Shops or Business Units may need to update: 

- Chemical labels 
- Safety Data Sheets (ensure most current revision) 
- Written hazard communication programs (such as SOPs related to chemical use or hazard 

classification, and chemical inventories)  
- Training for employees and researchers to ensure understanding of changes 

When do the changes take effect? 

There is a tiered compliance deadline (the original deadline has been extended) for various aspects 
of the standard, depending on the industry and employer and if the chemical is a pure substance or 
a mixture. For most employers, including UMBC, these deadlines will take effect in November 2026 
and May 2028. 

 

Actions to Take: 

• Review your SDS documentation. Coordinate with the chemical manufacturer or 
distributor to acquire new SDS’s or acquire through SciShield. 

• Employees and researchers should review the UMBC Hazard Communication written 
campus program. 

• Review and update chemical inventories to ensure they are current. 

• If your area keeps labelling templates, ensure they are updated to reflect formatting 
changes, this includes primary and secondary container labels. 

• Ensure SDS’s and labels developed for novel chemicals/compounds reflect updated 
formatting requirements. 

• Provide access to hazard communication training to employees as required. 

Questions: Contact ESH at esh@umbc.edu.  

Additional Information and Resources: 
https://www.bdlaw.com/publications/osha-updates-hazard-communication-standard/ 
https://www.jjkeller.com/faq/hazard-communication-faqs  
https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/HCS_Q-and-As.pdf  
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